THE  COMING OF THE  MACHINE
Canning to imagine him as a stern disciplinarian, who left
his sense of humour behind him when he crossed the
threshold of the Foreign Office; if proof of this be wanted
it can be found in the famous despatch which he sent to
Bagot at The Hague to inform him that in consequence
of the obstinate attitude of Falck, the Foreign Minister
of the Netherlands, a 20 per cent duty would be levied on
Dutch shipping. The despatch was as follows:
"Decypher, Separate, Secret, and Confidential.
"FOREIGN OFFICE,
"January 31, 1826.
SIR,
In manners of commerce the fault of the Dutch
Is offering too little and asking too much.
The French are with equal advantage content,
So we clap on Dutch bottoms just 20 per cent,
(Chorus)   20 per cent, 20 per cent.
(Chorus of English Customs House Officers and
French Douaniers.}
(English)   We clap on Dutch bottoms just 20
per cent,
(French)   Vous frapperez Falck avec 20 per cent.
"I have no other commands from His Majesty to con-
vey to your Excellency to-day.
"I am with great truth and respect. Sir, Your Excel-
lency's most obedient humble servant,
"GEORGE CANNING.
"His Excellency the Rt. Honble, Sir Charles Bagot,
KJB.
The humour of the situation was heightened by the
fact that Bagot had not the necessary cypher, and wrote
that he hoped the "circumstances will not be productive
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